OUR WORDS!

In Matt 12:36-37 Jesus said, "In the Day of Judgment men shall give an account of every careless word they say, for by your words you will be justified and by your words you will be condemned."
It's quite extraordinary how even basic values can change in a very short time today. We hear almost every day of great advances in virtually every area of science and technology; phrases like, 'the explosion of knowledge' and 'a bold new world' are common place, and cause many people to feel that they are really in control of their lives and destinies, through man's science. The catch cry of today's faith seems to be, "Is it scientifically proven?” As if somehow that was a sure source of truth. How strange!  It seems to me though to be rather sad, that in the very important areas of moral and ethical principles, the human race, and much of 'the church', is coming ever closer to spiritual bankruptcy.
When Terri and I started out on our own in business back in the sixties, almost everything was done on the basis of trust; with a handshake. A person's word was their bond. One needed little other than a good name. Written contracts were few and far between. One seldom needed a solicitor and very few people would have felt comfortable with suing another.  We often said, "Thank God we don't live in America," because suing seemed to be a way of life over there. Sadly, this country now seems to have headed in the same direction.
Of course none of this is very surprising in a world that no longer acknowledges, or knows, the one true God. But I would not presume to sit in judgment on the behavior of unbelievers, since the Word of God tells me not todo so. (1Cor 5:12)  

What does concern me though, is the frightening drift among Christians toward a very careless attitude in regard to what we say, and consequently a failure to keep many lightly made promises. Sadly, it would appear these are virtually instantly forgotten, and of no real importance to those who make them.
If we think honestly about the words of Jesus, "You will give an account of every careless word you speak," it surely is in our best interest to really listen to what we say. I'm not just talking here about business contracts and the like, but about our day-to-day dealings with each other. The times when we say to a sister or brother that we'll do something for them, meet them someplace, get something for them, or supply something to them, no matter how seemingly trivial, or unimportant, that thing may be.
Here again I'm not talking about being legalistic, and thereby putting people on a 'guilt trip'. Remember, a good and proper balance must be kept in this area, as in all others.  Everyone who knows me is aware of my having a very poor memory, and should therefore understand that I'm not talking here about simply forgetting things because of our busy lives, and our lack of time to think, occasionally.
What I am talking about, is that we really need to ask ourselves this simple question. "Is my forgetting due to carelessness in not really meaning what I say, and saying what I mean?"  Not many people have as bad a memory as I have. And not many have as genuine a physical cause either. I had to set out to find a way to overcome this problem, which is no different to any other physical problem, like a missing hand or arm, except in degree of course, and by the grace of God I found a simple answer.
I now write everything down in a pocket size diary, which I carry with me at all times, and in which I check regularly to see what I've overlooked.  Now while the answer to my problem was simple enough to understand, nevertheless, it took time and determination, and in fact many months - in some areas even years - of persistence, to develop the automatic habits of, (1), always carry​ing that diary with me, (2), of immediately writing down the thing I needed to remember, and (3), of regularly checking to see how I was going.
You may say that I had the motivation of business to do these things, and in one sense that is so, but the underlying reason was that our God laid it on my heart, that the real importance of keeping my word lay in the fact that I was his child.  His Word is important to him, so my word must be important to me. In fact his Word is him (Jn 1:1) and is nothing short of the full and complete truth. (Jn 17:17) Before I could become really true to his Word, I had to be true to my own.
Just as his Word is him, so my word is me, and it shows what nature is in control in my heart; the old (devil like) nature of lies, or the new nature "which is created in the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness". (Eph 4:22-24)  Jesus said, "Out of the fullness (abundance) of the heart the mouth speaks" (Matt 12:34), so the genuine​ness, or lack of genuineness, of our word, shows clearly whether we are walking according to the flesh, or the Spirit. (Rom 8:5-8)
But our words go much further. They can bring healing to those who are hurting and offended. But they can also wound and bruise.  When we were children there was a saying on the go, which, while making us sound very wise, was very far from the truth. That saying was, 'Sticks and stones may break my bones but names will never hurt me.'  Today, children can be in trouble with the law if they break bones by throwing stones or wielding sticks, but rarely by 'just' calling others nasty names.  Yet the physical bruises and broken bones usually heal quickly, but the deep hurts caused by nasty words often have a very lasting effect.
Now while as adults we may (hopefully) not call each other nasty names, yet, so often, we repeat stories we've heard, sometimes with our own embellishments. We seem to think that because the person talked about doesn't hear us they can't be really affected.  Often though, these stories have the effect of diminishing the one talked about in the eyes of the hearer, who can, in turn, be made to stumble and sin by having being exposed to gossip. (Jas 3:6)
Again, our words can either encourage or discourage the heart of the hearer. Do we charge in, pouring the stinging and infection killing wine of correction on raw, tender wounds, without first pouring on the oil of loving tenderness to reduce the pain? (Luk 10:30-37)
Our words, which can so beautifully express and inspire love, can also, so easily, express and inspire hatred. The Word of God tells us that death and life are in the power of the tongue. (Pro 18;21) Again it says "the tongue is a fire" (Jas 3:6), and that fire can either warm, or burn badly.  A gentle, loving word can often turn away anger, even the Lord's. (Ex 32;7-14) But ego-flattering com​pliments bring ruin, pandering to the flesh. (Pro 26;28)
Those who are living according to the flesh certainly don't need compliments to strengthen that flesh. While those who are living according to the spirit - the new nature - don't want any compliments. (Rom 8;5-8) All they are interested in is hearing the Lord being praised, that's all the encouragement they want or need.  No one is going to be helped spiritually by hearing someone say that I'm a good bloke. And it goes without saying that the chance of them hearing those words is very remote indeed, except, for some strange reason, from my wife.
Everyone needs to hear from us that God is so good, whether they accept that simple truth or not. Those who do hear, and accept, are encouraged, and built up in their confidence in the Lord.  The Word of God stresses the importance of being careful how we speak (Matt 12;36-37), because the fruit of our lips clearly shows what's in our hearts. (Matt 12:33-35) We're warned not to be among those who run off at the mouth. (Jas 1:19) We're told to speak the truth in love (Eph 4:15), never in a destructive, vengeful way.
Again the Word tells us to "keep our tongues from evil and our lips from speaking guile". (lPet.3:10, Ps 34:13) When we do open our mouths, we are to "speak the oracles (words) of God". (1Pet 4:11)
But watching how we speak, of itself, won't do us much good, unless we also watch how we hear. (Luk 8:18) Most children who've gone to Sunday school will have heard the little song, which includes the line "be careful little ears what you hear", but just how well do we apply it to ourselves, in our everyday dealings with others.
It is so easy when listening to people to hear what we want to hear, rather than what's actually said. I know from personal experience that there have been times, hopefully not too many, when what I've heard has had nothing to do with what's been spoken. My hearing can so easily be governed by how I'm feeling at the time. Some hurt, some resentment or anger, can cause me to read things into what's being said, adding to it, or taking away from it.
This simple truth can have its greatest and most dangerous fulfillment when it comes to how I hear the Word of God. (Mk 4:23-25, Luk 8:18, Deut 4:2, Rev 22:18-19)
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